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"the essential task"
Skladkowski said that the essential task of the Government was
to conquer unemployment in Poland; it was also its most immediate
business. During the continuance of the extraordinary session
of the Parliament consideration of this problem was the great
preoccupation, and on June 10 Kwiatkowski announced a four-year
plan for it solution. The plan was sketched only in broad outline,
but its main features involved the expenditure of 1,800 millions
of zlotys, spread over 1936-1940, on railways, roads, bridges,
canals, and on other public works, and the employment, as soon
as possible, of 200,000 workers, with further increases of personnel
so that unemployment would be practically extinguished by 1940.
In the first year of the plan, starting from July 1936, 340 million
zlotys were to be spent; in 1940 the amount would rise to nearly
600 million zlotys. The necessary funds were to be provided by
the financial institutions of the country—to the extent of 600
million zlotys; by the Work Fund—150 to 200 million zlotys;
by State enterprises, such as the railways, 400 million zlotys;
by the credit of the State itself, 300 to 400 million zlotys; and
by an internal loan, to be floated during the second half of the
period, of 300 million zlotys. The Finance Minister said his plan
was quite a modest one really, based on the actual possibilities
of the country and well within the scope of existing credit organ-
izations, without any risky or radical experiments. The plan
might be thought too limited or not speedy enough, but, he
declared, it was a real step forward, which might lead to a larger
and more ambitious programme in the future. In his preliminary
remarks, Kwiatkowski noted that there was already an increase
in the consumption of commodities and an improvement in
business throughout Poland, as was shown, for instance, in the
consumption of sugar—84,000 tons in the first quarter of the
year against 66,000 tons in the same quarter of 1935. Touching
currency control, now necessary in defence of the national interest,
he said that impartial observers must admit that Poland had
maintained the free movement of funds to the last possible
moment. Press comment on the plan was divided but on balance

